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A WORD FROMTHE EDITOR

Lovely readers!

It has, again, been a delight to read all the pieces written by our wonderful Musoc

me mber s! What to expect t h-upsoftheifeatar@s thaté | | gi v
caught my attention: The colourful sombrero. The giggling violinists. The squeaky

sopranos. Some reminiscing inside which | am sure will make us all look back to

our own time with Musoc and see how wonder fu

The committee has | ots of things in store f
your diary, for this shall be the time when bus -songs shall carry us on our journey
to the leeks and dragons.

Before that itds time to pull out your fanc)
On the 9th of February, the top floor of Teviot will be transformed into a ban-

gueting hall and ball room. If anyone comes on a white horse, | will buy you a

drink!

See you at the ball!

Marjolein Don
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A WORD FROMTHE PRESIDENT

Happy New Year EUMS!

Welcome back for another semester of concerts, balls, education projects, post
rehearsal drinking and, of course, the rehearsals themselves. | hope you all had an
excellent Christmas and New Year! 2012 certainly holds a lot for us all to look for-
ward to and | for one am very excitedég

Last semester was absolutely incredible. The Big Sing, Dream of Gerontius and
Sinfoniabds Scandinavian themed concert were
all to meet that same excellence once more with the repertoire we have this se-

mester. Actually scrap that. | challenge you all too outdo yourselves in last semes-

terds excellence. EUMS gets better and bett
candot wait to see what you fabulous musici anrn

| wish you all the best of luck with all your studies or work in 2012 and enjoy what

the Music Society brings you over the next few months. Please note that the Annu-

al General Meeting will be happening at the very end of this semester sometime

after our last concert in March. Have a talk to our current committee members if

you fancy yourself in any positioné committ e

Finally, my new years resolutions are to drink less alcohol and eat less cheese (it
gives me nightmares) so if any of you see me breaking either of these you have
permission to demand that | buy the next round in the pub.

Emily Goad
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THE BIG SNG 2011

On a freezing Saturday morning in October, members of the EUMS Chorus and oth-

er choirs around Edinburgh met at St . Cut htl
task: rehearse and perform Handel 8ds Messi ah
of cash for Bethany Christian Trust. To be F

cover it dthis was a MASSIVE sing.

We arrived bleary-ey ed and wi shing wedd had time for
leaving home, but at 10am sharp, rehearsals began and we were soon wide awake.

Tom Butler was conducting and started us o
great!! [ know this onel! 6 | t hought . So far,
less well-known sections and | must admit, | was a little concerned. Had we taken

on too much? Would we ever get the hang of
chil iI's borndo?
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Luckily for wus, Tom Butler did an amazing | ¢
the confidence to sing something that sounde
Handel had written. After lunch, we were joined by the brilliant orchestra, who

brought everything together. Time was running out though, and after only a swift

run-through or two of each number rehearsals were over!

Dressed in colourful clothes and full of nerves, we assembled on the stage for our

Big Sing performance. it was not only great fun, but sounded pretty good too! OK,

so we werendt going to win any prizes, but
hearsal with enthusiasm and Tom Butler and the orchestra were great. A lucky

member of the choir, Gillian Cowie, also won an auction to conduct a second per-

formance of the Hallelujah Chorus! All in all, an exciting day and an excellent way

of raising money for Bethany Christian Trust.

Katy Sheen
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CHORUS

Chorus was absolutely fantastic last semester. With about 180 people singing in
total, we were at the highest we have been numbers -wise recently!

Joining forces with Symphony Orchestra, we performed the incredible Dream of
Gerontius but not only performed, but performed fantastically! It was a very hard
piece, very ambitious for Chorus but massive credit to everyone as it was EPIC! So
many thanks for all the hard work.

We must thank Neil Metcalfe, our enigmatic conductor, for all his hard work this
semester and of course Cormac Maguire as our new accompanist!

This semester we will be performing some exciting pieces, celebrating British

composers and also celebrating some of our own singers with solos coming from

within our r ank s !EterHabhgatrisioneGobtbedregt beausiful and

exciting pieces from a brilliant modern composer (you may know him for pieces

such as the theme tune to the Vi EeerMysi-f Di bl
cal Songsis a fantastic piece, one of my personal favourites!

This semester is going to be fantastic, and | hope you are all looking forward to it
as much as | am!
Dan Pyzer-Knapp
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SNFONIA

| approached the first Sinfonia rehearsal in September feeling relatively organised
but with a short notice change of rehearsal venue to Alison House, forty -five vio-
lins turning up to the first rehearsal and our new conductor sleeping in | began to
have a few doubts about the semester ahead! However, the musical potential was
there from the start; and Michael was pretty decent too.

The orchestra quickly settled under Michael as conductor. He obviously felt com-

fortable too calling everyone darling after the first half hour of rehearsals. We

had a great, but challenging, Scandinavian repertoire to master 60i t 6 s a 10 we
| ear ni ng @ bubweeosestiétheahallenge brilliantly producing one of the

best Sinfonia concerts of recent years.

| 6ve really enjoyed how quickly the orchestr
ly welcoming a good number of freshers into the orchestra. This was truly seen by

a great turnout at the sectional meals and karaoke; probably my highlight of the
semester (wee, drunk Davey obviously enjoye:q
keep my head down about that nightée. On t ha
tinues its rounds, not always among the brass; | enjoyed wearing it for an entire

rehearsal, as did Michael.

Next semester also promises to be a great one for the orchestra through our
French-British repertoire including Berlioz, MacCunn, Elgar (because the society

|l oves ALL El gar é.) and f eatsaensrnCgllo OamgertoKr a e me
No. 1. |l tds going to be great to work with
concert on 24th March.

The orchestra has been a delight to play and socialise with and a joy to manage.
|l dm really |l ooking forward to this semester,
be in the Reid!

Andy Mason
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SYMPHONYORCHESTRA

As we dust down our instruments after a good few weeks of inactivity we can re-
flect one what was a very successful first semester. Rehearsals started well with
(occasional) tea and biscuits at the break.
the beginning. The sound of the harp was like a glorious angel flying from the re-

hearsals all the way through to the concert
rytelling got the whole orchestra involved.
always the busiest piece. This left time for them to pursue other interests includ-

ing the official defining of the oO0Ostack fac

amongst brass players causing them to lose the ability to play! There was much
excitement when we welcomed the choir and flipped the orchestra to my very
great confusion! | could swear the strings changed where they sat every week!

Finally it came to the concert which could not have gone better. When the chorus

had finally crushed themselves onto the staging and the orchestra manoeuvred

round the pillars the sound we made on the night was incredible! Definitely one of

my fave concerts with EUMS. | hope we can produce an even better sound next
semester playing Tchai kovskyods 6th Symphony;

Willy Jamieson




EUMS Member s News | et t danuary 2011 Issue 3

SOCIETYIN PICTURES

) %
A\
, 4

A




